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February meeting program

Decoding the Language of God

Francis Collins Director of
the National Institute of The book answers the
Health, mapper of the humanquestion 'Are scientists be-
genome, internationally dis- lievers?' by a look at the data.
tinguished scientist is It proposes a naturalistic evo-
WRONG! That 06s lutiohaey explanatem -for
tion of our speaker, Dr. what Collins describes as the
George Cunningham atmoral law divinely instilled
our Feb 27 meet- in all humans. Cun-
ing where he will ningham argues
discuss his book: that a creator God
Decoding  the | is a logical contra-
Language of God diction. and cri-
- Can a Scientist tigues the ‘'What
Really Be a Be- came before the
liever? Big Bang?'" and
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January meeting
2010 Planning

It was a sometimes fiery, ing the group back onto the
but ultimately productive topic.
meeting. Many new comers Thanks to everyone who
as well as regulars attendedattended and for all of the
After a short introduction by great ideas. 2010 will be a
David Fitzgerald, Larry fantastic year for the San
Kaufman conducted a presen+rancisco Atheists.
tation of the purpose and If you have an idea on what
agenda of the meeting. Thisthe San Francisco Atheists
was to gather suggestions orshould offer at our monthly
what offerings the San Fran-meetings in 2010 please send
cisco Atheists should be de-it to info@sfatheists.com
livering at our monthly meet-
ings during 2010.

The discussion turned to
what the San Francisco Athe-
istds charter

See photos from the meeting

est

anthropic principles

The 269 page
book is a point by

argument for God.
How does Collins

point refutation of and other believers
the "evidence" and establish the divin-
arguments in Collins best- ity of Jesus?

selling bookThe Language

of God - A Scientist Pre- Cunningham retiredafter
sents Evidence for Belief 40 years from the California
which claims to reconcile the Department of Health Ser-
scientific  worldview with vices where he played a ma-
faith that Jesus was the resurjor role in developing mater-
rected son of God. The booknal and child health pro-
is a readable summary of thegrams, including the largest
philosophical and scientific prenatal and newborn screen-
support of AtheismThe bulk ing program for genetic dis-
of the book is an analysis oforders in the world. He has
the unreliability of the Bible published more than 150 sci-
as proof of

If you would like purchase

. , asigned copy he will accept
Meeting at Schroeder'ssash  or  checks only.

Restaurant at 6:00pm (Discount price $15)

Schroeder's Restaurant, rear dining room,
240 Front St San Francisco, CA 94111

Schroeder's Restaurant is two blocks north of
Market Street, between California and Sacra-
mento Streets. Use California Street cable car, or
BART/MUNI Embarcadero stop. Parking on

street or at nearby Embarcadero garage.
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J eetificarficlesl i vi ni ty.

eral. Members also used the
opportunity to speak their
minds on many general athe-
ist related subjects. Larry and
David F. did a great job mov-

Evolutionpalooza 2010
Darwin's 201st birthday!

The sixty attendees at thishistory of Darwin and his
yeard6s 9th
palooza really had a greatbiologist Lynn Rothschild.
time. First they had the op- Then the always funny, and
portunity to celebrate Charlesin this case very funny, Pa-
Dar wi nés 201 s tleoTiheologisth dnd ySpintualt
much singing and yummy Leader the right Rev Dr. Eus-
cake. tace J. Paluxy (played by

Then, via Your San Fran- David Fitzgerald) got to
cisco Atheists time travel preach fire and brimstone to
machine, they were able tothe audience.
listen to Darwin himself be Finally the attendees got to
interviewed by his great, play the audience participa-
great, great granddaughter.tion game: Evolutionary. This
Darwin was entertainingly was a great day of fun, learn-
played by: (David Seaborg, ing, and celebration of a great
evolutionary biologist). man; Charles Darwin.

Next the attendees were See photos from the event
given a superb lecture on the
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Atheists News

What 6s

Jesus Rifles Stopped!

Trijicon, the company that manufactures the sight scopes for
the U.S. Marines and Army has agreed to discontinue inscrib-
ing biblical citations on its products used by the U.S. mili-
tary. Please see the ABC News story on tieése.The com-

pany is also providing kits to the military to scrub off the cita-
tions already in place. Gen. David Petraeus, quoted in the arti-
cle, said the revelation about the inscriptions was "disturbing .
.. and a serious concern for me" and field commanders. The
article continued that Petraeus "said there had been consider-
able discussions within the Department of Defense about how
to deal with Trijicon's practice.Thank you for taking the time

to write letters to military leaders over this deeply disturbing
practice. It pays to complain!

Full Story

going on in

Charlie the Ghome Vandalized

"Last year, Atheists United, Southern California’s largest free-
thought group, erected a simple sign wishing onlookers
"Reason's Greetings," but it was soon stolen. This year, they
put up a more playful image, a gnome with the face of Charles

Darwin and the same message. On the 22nd, a member visited

the site and found "Charlie's" face had been bashed in."
Full story

Schuller's Crystal Cathedral, 'Hour of Power' face hard
times

GARDEN GROVE, Califd Blaming a struggling U.S. econ-
omy, the mega church founded by Robert H. Schuller Sr. is
pulling its signature TV program "Hour of Power" and taking
other measures to offset a nearly $8 million drop in revenue.

Full story

What 6s

Calendar of events

on

Click on an icon below to see what's on:
&=
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t h e Antiecabdrtidn forces flex muscles

You will be happy to know, | am sure, that your San Fran-
cisco Atheists were well represented at this rally and willing
and able to offer our support for this noble cause.

Nether rain nor sleet nor all horrible San Francisco weather
would keep us from this task.

D THE
 RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION OF WOMEN!

fi / 5
illeists.com) easthayatheists.org/ godiessgeeks.com

o

Joe Garofoli, Chronicle Staff Writer

Emboldened by recent shifts in the political landscape, sev-
eral thousand antibortion activists rallied in San Francisco on
Saturday in a march that stretched from the Ferry Building
almost to Fisherman's Wharf.

The sixth annual Walk for Life, organized by two Bay Area
women, was bolstered by busloads of marchers drawn from
organizations across California. They walked from Justin Her-
man Plaza to the Marina district.

The event was timed to coincide with the anniversary of the
U.S. Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade decision, the Jan. 22,
1973, ruling that legalized abortion in the United States. Or-
ganizers have staged each of their yearly protests in San Fran-
cisco as a symbolic challenge in a city that strongly favors
granting women access to abortions.

Read more atsFGate
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Who We are

Three members stand up and tell us why they are Atheists

You can make a stand and share your story too. Send us your (two paragraph maximum) testimonial of your journey to become
Atheist. These messages might save someone from the waste and insanity of religion. Send your story and photo to:
webmaster@sfatheists.com

Hi, my name is Paul Gehrman (Author of Kaleidoscaope). | grew up in a fairly religious

environment in Texas. | went to protestant church most Sundays and | was a believer into my

twenties. Although | knew fairly early on that religion was judgmental, divisive, and

extraordinarily hypocritical, | still believed most of the dogma until | began to appreciate the

explosive explanatory power of Darwin's ideas and how religion was ultimately an assault not
ey . 0only on science, but on human knowledge generally. After 9/11, | felt compelled to write about

the dangers of religious belief, including its dreadful depiction of humanity as inherently dirty,

sinful, etc. | spent four years writing, which resulted in the publication of my novel, Kaleidoscope, in 2009,

MNow that I've completely extricated myself from the hold of religious dogma, | have great appreciation for how
manipulative and vicious religion can be, particularly on children, who are frightened into believing with threats of
eternal torture, ostracism, etc. This is unethical to say the least. | think all people of goodwill should vigorously
oppose this thought cancer in the hope that we can move humanity past superstition, bigotry, homophobia, etc.,
and to a place where reason, knowledge, and intellectual honesty are highly valued.

Hi, my name is Julia Buss (Author of Elying the Edge of America) and | am an atheist. | call
myself an atheist because | think that there is a very low probability that there is any kind of god
in the universe. On a personal level, | find that my life is happy and fulfilled without a god or a
religion. Therefore | do not feel the need to try to find any evidence for a god. | consider myself
lucky because | was raised without religion having any place in my childhood, so | was not
indoctrinated or trained from an early age to hold it in any place of importance. | do not care
whether others choose to believe in the supernatural, in angels or various mysterious beings.
But | do think it is important to identify myself as an atheist because | believe it is harmful to
society when irrational beliefs drive government or culture_ If religions were merely harmless
beliefs and did not promote such things as misogyny, homophobia, and war | would not feel the
need to take a stand against the belief in these fantasy worlds and beings.

Hi, my name is Tommi Avicolli Mecca, | am a writer and activist who lives in San Francisco. |
was raised Roman Catholic in the working-class, ltalian/American area of South Philadelphia. |
was an altar boy because a nun told me | had to be. My uncle decided | was going to be a
priest. At 16, | fell in love with a classmate and realized that | couldn't be gay and catholic. |
started reading Sartre after my brother turned me on to Mo Exit. Then | made the ultimate
decision: torn between catholicism and the hot guy | was in love with, | said to hell with the
repressive and anti-sex religion that only caused me guilt and made me feel like a hopeless
sinner. | declared myself an atheist. Four years later in college, | joined the Gay Liberation Front
and became a lifelong unrepentant sinner. | have been an atheist for over 40 years.
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East Bay Atheists

Meeting program

This month Craig Spitzer has volunteered to give a presentation on The Faith Instinct: How Religion Evolved
and Why It Endures by Nicholas Wade.

Here are excerpts from the book review in the
12/17/09 issue of the Economist: _
Berkeley Meeting Sunday, Januar3:B0, RN30

iMr. Wade is convinced BerkeleyMain Library, 3rd Floor Meeting Roem 2

offers the key to understanding religion ... He sid  Kittredge St., One Block From Downtown Berke
with those who think m BART i gi

has some adaptive function ... [that] faith would n
have persisted over thousands of generations if it | BART Access: From the downtown Berkeley BART Station, walk 1.5 blocks south on

Shattuck Avenue, then turn right on Kittredge. The library is a half block down the street

not helped the human race to survive. As well _ o on the left. o |
giving an elegant summary of modern thinking about religion, Mr. We 55 s TS o P I Ao o e e o e ™ a e

also offers a brief, provocative history of monotheism. [This] lays the bi tm ishtand then hitoad of proceetting of o Al o B0 e oy o furn faft. n
for a rich dialogue between biology, social science and religious histor

. Larry Hicok, Coordinator: 512227580
also helps explain a quest for ¢ Ski Grabowski, Treasurer: 58528350 canr

info@eastbayatheists.org

Craig will present the arguments of the book, as well as some thoughts
about what might be the implications for Atheists and our community. Then
he will lead an open discussion on the issues.

Quote of the month
Baron d'Holbach

If we go back to the beginnings of things, we shall always find that ignorance and fear created the gods; that imagitiedi@madr
deception embellished them; that weakness worships them; that custom spares them; and that tyranny favors them iofigrder to p
from the blindness of men

Joke of the month
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