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January meeting program

Group Discussion

At our January meeting, we
will kick off the new year
with a group discussion on
"What we want for SFA in
2010". We'd like to get eve-
ryone's ideas on what they
would like to see SFA do this
year. Some things to think
about:

1. Types of speakers - au-
thors, scientists, politicians,
activists, ?

2. Local live speakers vs.
more well known national
figures on video?

3. More or less discussion.
Types of discussion: day-to-
day lifestyle, current events,
scientific/evolutionary issues,
national policy, ?

4. Activities: Marches,
group picnics/dinners, other

outings?

5. Feedback on newsletter,
website, communication

6. Other issues

We look forward to seeing
you and hearing your ideas.

Meeting at Schroeder's San

Francisco on JanudfaB0
6:0@m. 240 Front St

San Francisco, CA 94111
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December meeting

Winter Solstice Party

Thanks to everyone for a
very fun and successful Win-
ter solstice party. We had a
great group of 43, so every-
one got a seat. Very lively
and chatty
crowd, lots of KA
our old regulars ¢
attended. The pi
food was good,
margaritas were
tasty,  service
was  bustling.
We raffled off
10 atheist books
to enthusiastic winners. Spe-
cial thanks to Larry Kaufman

for invitations,

handling
RSVPs, collecting cash, raf-
fle tickets, and Chevys logis-
tics. A festive wrap up to a
successful year at the San
Francisco
Atheists.
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Walk for Life
Come and show your support

With the passage of Prop 8, Coast Walk for Life in on
banning same sex marriage, Saturday, January 23,2010 in
the Gay Rights movement San Francisco. The kick-off
has become not only increas- rally with community speak-
ingly angry with the level of ers and performers begins at
discrimination they face, but 10:00a.m. at Justin Herman
also increasingly aware ofthe Pl az a0 s Musi c
role played by (toward the right
the Religious as Market street
Right in deter- ends), followed at
mining govern- i 11:30 am. by a
ment  policy. . multi-issue
Recent  large ‘ counter- demon-
anti-Prop 8 = stration to the
demonstrations i Wal k for L
have  promi- |ff | route  along the
nently  de- + Embarcadero wa-
manded the [ & B terfront
separation  of
church  and
state. If we as
Atheists want to develop

even the beginnings of politi-
cal strength, we must respond
to this budding awareness.

This year East Bay Atheists
and San Francisco Atheists

will join the counter march to
t he Rel i gi ous

Who we are

Web site update

Please join us on Saturday, Janu-

ary 23, 2010 in the Concourse at

11:00 for the March.

Our banners will be visible.

Right 6s

It is important as an Atheist to let others in our community
know who we are. By doing this we present people with alter-
natives and might motivate them to rethink their beliefs.

Click here to see the photos
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Help let visitors to our web site know who we are. Send me
your one or two paragraph testimonial on how you arrived at
your Atheist conviction, along with a head-shot photo. We
would like to post them on our web site under the who we are
section.

Send them via email to: info(@sfatheists.com
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Athe|StS Obltuary by Don Havis Athe|StS NeWS by David Millett
Pioneer San Francisco atheist dies Many Americans Mix Multiple Faiths

Mr. Harold (Hal) Verb passed away on December 4, 2009. Sun Tzu in the 6" century insight into our
Mr.Yerbc.ameto a few of our BC wrote the Sbnemhi e8ongwel |
meetings  in the early years of the (The Art of War), which is a misguided). This knowledge
S.F.  Atheists, when he was still Chinese military treatise. Init my help us win our battle
able to  walk. H(l)weveri for he made the now very famous (well how about struggle)
those of you who didndt knowudddé: Alf y against kimatowal, fugerstih
he was somewhat j d © f a Np1 Qolr&l€ahd your enemy, you tious, and illogical thought.
at hei st 0 "+wm—v—me—o'a rancisco area. can win a hundred battles

Hal was born in Philadelphia, without a single lossod. The

Pennsylvania on April 14, 1931. Mr. Verb reported in his own

autobiography that he became completely convinced that athe-

ism was the conclusion tha
when he read aboutitintheso-c al | ed ALi tt |

lished by Emanuel Haldeman-Julius; (E.H.J. was a well-
known atheist and Socialist who published his inexpensive and
popular little booklets from 1919 to 1955.) He ordered some of
these books at that time, and then began collecting them in
about 1950, which he continued all of his lifed particularly
trying to find the rare very early ones. Hal amassed one of the

e

article below gives us some

The religious beliefs and practices of Americans do not fit
neatly into conventional categories. A new poll by the Pew
Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life finds that
large numbers of Americans engage in multiple religious
practices, mixing elements of diverse traditions. Many say

tth?yeattgn% YVOLrJShelp sepyices (f<f mgre than on faltr111 87 de-

th_argg?h %Snf(?lﬁ .(Sajbrjim in 1948 or

|l argest collections of ALit . g Bl u
N . . nomjpation -- even, when theéy are not traveling ?r Igom
Bookso in the United States “special events Tike weddings and Tuneralss Many alSo énﬁ gnds

these books is now housed in the Freethought Library at the peeta’ e . & L y .
Center for Inquiry in Amherst, New York. (I boxed all 42 CMlstlanlty S LB o N A behefs S el 35 retneat-
boxes of them, and sent them of’f about 4 years ago. They were ietiton, esfiisllony el e Py of splrltlual energy 1n
very pleased to receive them.) ii}zlslc:ilzeab(igj ezis_.

Mr. Verb moved to San Francisco in 1962. He worked at norities of all maior
various jobs including as a printer and independent bookseller. Believes in U.S reli iojus
In San Francisco he worked with another atheist pioneer, Jack r.ou' S sa ¢ the
Massend still very much alive at age 94, and living in San ‘5 Catholic ﬁav ’ ex Zri cez
Franciscodt o form a group <called o Mass o f s tzhatﬁrzl g N
Francisco Region, o which was Protestant h n%f%gﬁaelsugths Uni
Later, other atheist pioneers such as Jim Heldberg and David cin in’ P
Kong formed the now much mor F,E’hr dgacfbrsxx%tﬁl
At heistso, affiliated with the 7American Atheisﬁfoss, I'n 999.

Hal Verb was a very active atheist and Socialist all of his Zg)ne—.thir 4 of
lifed very much dedicated to the social causes of equality and . N o .
liberty and rational thought. Let us hope that we in the San aulalens (35@) Say they. iczgrlinly ©7%) o ool
Francisco Atheists, as well as other broader-based rational (1970) el weliiatons @omtass gt fmore thqn one b 15,
organizations Will’ continue the sort of activism which Hal e OF (NGE (b @F A1 puidhs oreel)) el i) fhey

X . . sometimes aﬁend relig\il\(l)us seryices of a faith different Fgom \
Verb embodied. We atheists k Hle?rvc\)lwntAsigetfrom ‘when @;g e 2Eraveﬁne and specidl © af
death, in any form other than in the atoms that formed our bod- . . y cung p
ies. The only legacy we leave behind is the causes we helped events like weddings and funerals, three-in-ten Protestants
ene;ble Even though some may remember Hal Verb as a attend services outside their own denomination, and one-fifth
Acrotchety old man, 6 which h %fcawoa%lcs? sayaf]}ey S asttejnd n?n_ec%th()hic V%% r en
bered that Hal Verb was helpful.
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East Bay Atheists

Meeting program

This month we watch a video of Daniel Dennett, author of Breaking the Spell, speaking at the 2007 Atheist Alliance
Convention. His focus is on the mechanism of belief, and the nature of belief in belief itself. Dennett points out that
many proclaimed theists fall into the latter category, rather than believing in God. He examines many convoluted
critiques of New Atheism by theists, and their equally foggy arguments for God. He differentiates between theists
who prefer vague, mysterious language and those who out rightly promote supernaturalism. Vague language some-
how is considered more sophisticated than crude supernaturalism, and seemingly more difficult to counter.

Dennett is the | east known of the fAFour Horsemen, 0
an insight into his approach, along with a number of other insights. Please join us for the video and subsequent discussion.

Berkeley Meeting Sunday, Januar3:BD, RNBBerkeley Main Library, 3rd Floor Meeting Room 2090 KittrEdga St., O
Downtown Berkeley BART

Larry Hicok, Coordinator: 510-222-7580, Ski Grabowski, Treasurer: 510-652-8350, info(@eastbayatheists.org

Quote of the month
Stephen Roberts

I contend that we are both atheists. I just believe in one fewer god than you do. When you understand why you dismiss all the
other possible gods, you will understand why I dismiss yours

Joke of the month

WHAT'S MORE - IF YOU TRANSFER FROM YOUR
PRESENT RELIGION TODAY, YOU'LL QUALIFY FOR
OUR SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER OF FORGIVENESS
OF ALL SINS AND GUARANTEED EVERLASTING LIFE!
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