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"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion é"  

The first words of the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution 

Activism  San Francisco Atheists  

In god we do not trust  

Ninth Circuit Courtôs ruling 

Appeal to a panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals: 

 

Michael A. Newdow, an Atheist from Sacramento, CA, was 

distressed because his daughter in second grade was required 

to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. She was thus forced to ac-

knowledge the existence of God. He said: "I'm an American 

citizen. I don't like my rights infringed upon by my govern-

ment." He wants to raise his daughter as an Atheist and feels 

that the government is interfering with his wishes. He called 

the Pledge a "religious idea that certain people don't agree 

with." Being both a lawyer and a physician, he initiated a law-

suit and argued this own case. It was dismissed by a federal 

judge in California. In 2002-JUN, a three-judge panel of the 

9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals voted 2 to 1 in his favor. 

They declared the Pledge to be unconstitutional because it 

includes the words "under God." They ruled that the phrase 

implies a government endorsement of religion, in violation of 

the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution: "Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion..." 

 

Read the full story 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

 

The San Francisco Atheists protested against the Ninth Circuit 

Courtôs ruling in favor of inclusion of religious phrases in the 

pledge of allegiance. It was a beautiful sunny morning and after-

noon and about 30 people turned up to protest this obscene court 

ruling. 

 

Click here to see all photos 

 

Click here to see a video of the event 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/nat_pled3.htm
http://cid-930ef342135906c8.skydrive.live.com/play.aspx/2010%20Pledge%20of%20allegiance%20protest?ref=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LV3K7uDpLtM

